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(2) A pole trailer or semitrailer being
towed by a truck tractor that is
equipped with a front-end structure
that conforms to the rules in this sec-
tion.

(3) A full trailer being towed by a ve-
hicle that is equipped with a front-end
structure that conforms to the require-
ments of this section for a front-end
structure.

(4) A full trailer being towed by a ve-
hicle that is loaded in such a manner
that the cargo on the towing vehicle
conforms to the requirements of this
section for a front-end structure.

(5) The rules in paragraphs (d) and (e)
of this section do not apply to a motor
vehicle manufactured before January 1,
1974.

(h) Effective dates. Cargo-carrying
motor vehicles which are not exempted
by paragraph (g) of this section must
conform to the rules in this section as
follows:

If the vehicle was
manufactured—

It must conform to
the rules in para-

graph—
On and after—

Before Jan. 1,
1974.

(a), (b), and (f) ..... October 1, 1973 or
the date it was
manu- factured,
whichever is
later.

Before Jan. 1,
1974.

(c) ......................... January 1, 1975.

On or after Jan. 1,
1974.

(a) through (f) in-
clusive.

The date it was
manufactured.

Paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section
do not apply to a motor vehicle that
was manufactured before January 1,
1974.

Subpart J—Frames, Cab and Body
Components, Wheels, Steer-
ing, and Suspension Systems

SOURCE: 53 FR 49402, Dec. 7, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 393.201 Frames.
(a) The frame of every bus, truck,

and truck tractor shall not be cracked,
loose, sagging or broken.

(b) Bolts or brackets securing the cab
or the body of the vehicle to the frame
must not be loose, broken, or missing.

(c) The frame rail flanges between
the axles shall not be bent, cut or
notched, except as specified by the
manufacturer.

(d) All accessories mounted to the
truck tractor frame must be bolted or
riveted.

(e) No holes shall be drilled in the top
or bottom rail flanges, except as speci-
fied by the manufacturer.

(f) Field repairs are allowed.

§ 393.203 Cab and body components.
(a) The cab compartment doors or

door parts used as an entrance or exist
shall not be missing or broken. Doors
shall not sag so that they cannot be
properly opened or closed. No door
shall be wired shut or otherwise se-
cured in the closed position so that it
cannot be readily opened. EXCEPTION:
When the vehicle is loaded with pipe or
bar stock that blocks the door and the
cab has a roof exit.

(b) Bolts or brackets securing the cab
or the body of the vehicle to the frame
shall not be loose, broken, or missing.

(c) The hood must be securely fas-
tened.

(d) All seats must be securely mount-
ed.

(e) The front bumper must not be
missing, loosely attached, or pro-
truding beyond the confines of the ve-
hicle so as to create a hazard.

§ 393.205 Wheels.
(a) Wheels and rims shall not be

cracked or broken.
(b) Stud or bolt holes on the wheels

shall shall not be elongated (out of
round).

(c) Nuts or bolts shall not be missing
or loose.

§ 393.207 Suspension systems.
(a) Axles. No axle positioning part

shall be cracked, broken, loose or miss-
ing. All axles must be in proper align-
ment.

(b) Adjustable axles. Adjustable axle
assemblies shall not have locking pins
missing or disengaged.

(c) Leaf springs. No leaf spring shall
be cracked, broken, or missing nor
shifted out of position.

(d) Coil springs. No coil spring shall be
cracked or broken.

(e) Torsion bar. No torsion bar or tor-
sion bar suspension shall be cracked or
broken.

(f) Air suspensions. The air pressure
regulator valve shall not allow air into
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